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FEATURING:

v e HUMAN : THE
Onginas mﬁﬁmn [BMES TORCH ° THING!

SPome say THAT ONE'S HOME 1S WHERE THE " | BuT HERE W THE BAXTER BUILDINGT ZONG-

HEART (5. IF SUCH IS THE CASE, THEN TIME RESIDENCE OF THE FAGLED FANTASTIC
JOHNNY STORM'S HOME s WHEREVER e FOUR, JOHMNVY FINDS THE IWARMTH DRAWA

ALICIA MASTERS WALKS -~ FOR THAT FROAM H(E LOVELY COVIPAVION QLICKLY FADING,
SIGHTLESS SCULPTRESS HAS RECENTLY AS (F LEECHED BY THE VERY DWELLING THAT

N 45 ONCE CALLED..."HOME,"

Stam. Lee
PRESENTS:

YOU KNOW,
ALICIA, T NEVER
REALIZED HOW
MUCH THISPLACE
CAN FEEL LIKE...

WELL...A TOMB,

FINISHER =
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MY, MY, GETTING

MELODRAMATIC IN
OUR OLD AGE,
AREN'TWE 7

YEAH 2 HEH # T GUESS T I8
CORNY. BUT 1T’ TRUE, TOO. WiTH
REED AND SUE LIVING IN CON-
NECTICUT, ME IN MY OWN

-

e e e

I MEAN, THE TOP FIVE

FLOORS' OF THIS BLUILDING,

ARE COMPLETELY AUTOMATED,
RUN BY CONPUTER.

APARTMENT, THE THING AWAY
ON ANCTHER PLANET AND EVEN Zzy Tl |
THE SHE-HULK OFF GUNNING
SOME ERRAND OR ANOTHER-- ALL VITAL
: , ] MECHANISMG ARE

CAPABLE OF FLINCTIONING
UNLIMITED PERIODS

I USED To
THINK THAT
WAS GREAT,
BUT NOW...

7

THERE! THERE'S® AN

THE DOOR FOR US--
BUT THE DOORS IN

FF HEADQUARTERS
HAVE BEEN OPERATED,

EXAMPLE / T ALMOST |
REACHED oUT TO oPEN

YOU'RE

JusT
NE

NQ, I'M JUST STARTING TO
EMEER. LIVING ON MY

OWN--AND KNOWING YOU,
ALICIA --HAS MADE ME MORE
AWARE OF WHAT TS LIKE TO
BE A NORMAL HUMAN BEING,
TO SHARE THE NEEDS AND
JOYS OF EVERYDAY PECPLE,

AND THATS MADE ME SE8
THIS DEBREE OF ALITO~
MATION IN A DIFFERENT
LIGHT-~ T SEEMS COLD
NOW, HEARTLESS...

WORLD BEFORE--




“THAT WAS THE INTRUDER ALARM-~
BUT IT SHUT OFF ALMOST AS SOON
AS ITCUT IN/S

EITHER
THERE'S A §HORT
IN THIS WONDERFUL
AUTOMATION, OR--

bl St S L T

TOHNNY STORM S T
HAVE COME FOR <
P YOLR POWER”

THERE'S SOME KIND OF I AM THE LWEF EXAMINERS
BLACK RECTANGLE -- I 60 WHERE I PLEASE/
FLOATING IN MID-AIR! |

ANP A cUY IN ROBES
HOVERING BESIDE IT/
BUT How DID THeY

AND YOU, JOHNNY

STORM, ARE THE HUMAN

TORCAH=-THE ONE T
SEEK/

THOUGH FROM
APPEARANCES You
DO NOT SEEM AS
MIGHTY AS T WAS
LED T© BELIEVE.

TUEREFORE, IT WILL BE
NECESSARY To TEET You,
Ag 1 HAVE THE OTHERS)
BEFORE ADDING YOUR




ERRREY

ICON'T

f

CPENING

/

SOMETHING TO CLEAN
UP OR REPAIR

)

BUT IF HE'S SMART ENOLIGH TO GET
INTO FANTASTIC FOLIR H@, WE'D

BETTER NOT TAKE ANY

THIS GUY SOUNDS LIKE A LLUNATIC,

f

*

CHANCES.

RE
’

‘S ALMOST LIKE
THEY'VE BEEN REFROCGRA

Y AND NoW THEY'RE GROWPING TOGETHER,

HEADING STRAIGHT AT US LIKE THEY'

GOING TO ATTACK/ IT

GET POWN,
L I'M

LiC1A

GLING TO-- 1

"
A







THESE DRONES ARE
FAST, BUT REED DESIGNED
THEM FOR SERVICE,

NOT COMBAT/

NO! \T'S THROWING THE
HAMMER Y HITTING ANOTHER
DRONE AND KNOCKING IT FRO

-SENDING IT
[} SLAMMING RIGHT
NTC HE/

“THE PATH TI'C ALREALY
SWERVED

1M OFF-BALANCE !

CAN'T SIDESTEF THE
GUSH OF SCAPY WATER
THAT SCRLIB- DRONE
IS SPEWING/

KNOW WHAT THE
DRONE'S CAPACITY
1S, BUT IF IT HITS
ME WITH MORE THAN
FIVE GALLONS,MY ALAME
5 LIABLE TO é0-~

-- ANO THEY'LL BE
NOTHING BUT PILES
OF --AW, C'MON ¢/

WHO'S IT KIDDING 7




AND HERE'S THE CHIEF

EXAMINER AGAIN. WHAT

KIND OF GAME (S THIS
GUY PLAYING 2

“RARRITRRRRRREERY
il

YOUR POWERS ARE INDEED
UNIQUE, JOHN STORM--THEY
MAY INDEEP PROVE TO BE

YEAH, T'LL STEP
THROUGH --IN AN
OINKER'S £YE,
I WILLY

-=HEY! THE
ELEVATOR

THAT (8
BECAUSE T DONCT

COME ON, WE'VE GOT TO GET TO
THE FIFTH FLOOR , TO THE HANGARS S
ONCE I'VE FLOWN YOU TO SAFETY

IN & FANTASTICAR, T CANGET THE
; REST OF THE FF AND--

WHEN 1 REPROGRAMMED THE
ALARM CIRCUITRY TO cEASE
FUNCTIONING, T TOOK THE PRE-
CAUTION OF CANCELING THE
ELEVATOR PROCGRAMMING AS
WELL /!

WILL IT TC DO SOf F

HOLY--! REED'S COMPUTERS
ARE THE BEST-PROTECTED
ELECTRONICS ON AR TH! IF
THAT GUY CANGET INTO THEM
LIKE HE sAYS--

== HE'S MORE DANGEROUS
THAN I EVER IMAGINED!




THE GMERGENCY
ELEVATOR ! IT's' ON
A DIFFERENT CIRCUIT
THAN THE OTHERS--/,

JOHNNY/ I-T JUST RUN/
WANT TO HELP--/ WE'VE GOT
ONE CHANCE /

-
/

7 —=ALL RIGHT . IT'S WORKING !
HURRY. WE HAVE TO GET
TO THE HANGAR LEVEL BEFORE
THAT EXAMINER GUY AGURES,
OUT WHAT'S GOINGON/

N

ANEG AS THE EMERGENCY ELEVIRTOR I REMEMBER THE THING
HUMS' GENTLY LUPWARD., WORRYING ABOUT ALICIA,

Tk R ABOUT PROTECTING HER
= FROM THE DANGERS THAT
WERE PART OF HIS LIFE
Ad A SUPER-HERC,

AUTOMATED
PRONES, AUTOMATED
ELEVATORS... THE

WHOLE BLASTED

BUILDING'S TURNED
AGAINST US ./

SHE FEELS \
SO "~ SO (]
VULNERABLE, &
AND LINLESS'




SAY, WAS THAT WOMAN 3] : 1 [--8uT sincE Reeo
GREEN 7 NAH, COULDN'T 1 RICHARDS BELIEVES

8eé... IN MAKING THINGS
- COMPLICATED, 1

GUESS T'LL HAVE

: TO GO ANOTHER

' : ROUTE.

HMAMM. PROBLEM NUMERO

UNO - HOW TO ACTIVATE THE

FF'S PRIVATE ELEVATOR

WHILE CARRYING A WEEKS 3

== HUH, THAT'S
STRANGE.
NOTHING
HAPPENED,
usuAaLLY
THERE'S AT
LEAST SOME
WHIRRING,
OR CLICKING
SOUNDE,
BuT-~

I/LL JUST TRIP
THE BEAM-LOCK
WITH THE SOLENOID

IN MY BELT
BLCKLE AND--

EXCUSE ME, MA'AM, BUT
NONE OF THE ELEVATORS

ARE WORKING. T THINK

YOUR PEOPLE MUST BE
MAKING REFPAIRS OR
SOMETHING. .

YES, I'VE
BEEN HEARING
LOUD NOISES
FROM THE

LAST TEN
MINUTES
OR SO -~

7]l WALLS WeRE
_.4}5’:'"“' BEING TORN
:".--,.fif/ = COWN OR
A IS SOMETHING!




THAT DOESNIT SOUND I'D BETTER
LIKE REPAIRS TO ME-- GET UP THERE
IT SOLINDS' LIKE &) FAST/!

ALICIA !
WE'VE GoT

FANTASTICAR
BEFORE --

THIS WAY, l :

TO GET TO THE

brtsatonte

t

B

%
ke
i
L{
FH
i
i
]

5

=\

WHILE ABOVE...
JOHNNY, WE'VE
SToPPED/

THE CHIEF
EXAMINER MUST
BE ONTO US/

I JUST HOPE ENOUGH
CF THAT SOAPY WATER
HAS' EVAPORATED FOR ME

TO FLAME BACK ON! GOT oN

CONCENTRATE... AND... AAD..

WILL YOU PAgs THROUGH
MY FORTAL NMOW, JOHNNY
STORM?

H-HOW DiD HE
GET HERE BEFORE




HE'S NOT HURTING

ANYONE, KIDDO/!
BRIEFME, QUICK !

SHE-HULK! BE CAREFUL! HE
CALLS HIMSELF THE CHIEF
EXAMINER, AND HE WANTS
US TO PASS THROUGH THAT
DOORWAY 5O He CAN
STEAL OLR POWERS

--AND SINCE CONTACT WITH THIS
STRUCTURE’S COMPUTERS HAS
REVEALED THE LOCATIONS OF
THE REST OF THAT TEAM, T
HAVE NO INTEREST IN THIS
LARGE GREEN WOMAN,

LISTEN, TALL, DARK
AND BOUYANT, YOUR
INFORMATION'S A BIT
OUT OF DATE ! T'M
PART OF THE FF
NOW. AND IF T HAVE
TO PROVE ITBY
BURSTING YOUR
BUEBBLE, THEN ITLL
BE MY PLEASURE

NO, JOHNNY STORM, T WANT }
ONLY THE POWERS OF THE
FANTASTIC FOUR~~

IN THATCASE, T
SHALL HAVE TO

NG, I SHALL
NOT DETER THIS
INTRUCER Y T




I CAN

HANDLE
THIS ONE
MYSELF.”

LOOK OUT,
SHE - HULK !
I CAN'T MELT

ITIN TIME/

OH, NO! “THE FANTASTICAR
BOUNCED OFF A WALL! NOW
IT'S SKIDDING AT TOF
SPEED, STRAIGHT AT--

'--mmasrmmmsm RKEVLAR |  [==THE ALUMAN TORCH . 1ol
s amv == THE HLAAN TORCH,

Aamwrm:m
_ SUARD AGAINST RUMAWAY VEH/CUES! .

GOT TO POLIR
il ON BVERY
¥ ) BIT OF sPEED T
: HAVE TO GETTO
ALICIA BEFORE -




== HUH 27/ THAT EXAMINER GUY'S MAKING
HIS FREAKY PORTAL APPEAR BETWEEN ME AND
ALICIA! aND :gg.r« O%OLNG TOOFASTS CAN'T
N == ;

T A T T,

M%WMW",WW y
260 ANC CATALOBLED, ":"-i_ﬁ'm-

L AT LAST HE
S HIS POWER

DRAIN SWIFTLY AWA...

THE POWER OF THE HUMAN

TORCH € MINE, TO ADD TO
THAT OF THE HLILK AND
SPIDER=-MAN. % MY MISSION
HAS
STILL... IN ONE PIECE...
AND T CAM FEEL MY POWER
ALREADY RETURNING...

BUT WHAT AgoUT=-~

A

T TN

14 1 SR |1 1 £ e | 44




BUT ITALGO ?2(3” I STILL TRYING TO =={NLESS' YOU TRAVEL
SAVED ME. € OUT WHO THAT CHIEF MANY LIGHT YEARS FROM

AUTOMATION EXAMINER WAS/ WHY DID HE EARTH =~

IS ONLY AS >WANT JOHNNY'S FOWERZ r ;

G000 CR BAD
AS THE WAY AND WHy 10
HE TRY TO it
ME AND THEN
CHANGE HIE
MIND

e '7"0
PLANET FLOATING

_BUT BVEN NOW, ON THAT PLANET'S SURFACE, A LEAW

COUNCIL mcmrs-:s' AN IMPENDING CATASTROPHE TH,

mmm&e WORLD, Aﬂatammwaw al'Amm "ol
mww RESORTING #A?E'P w&me—- :

& T MUST 8 CAUTIOUS. IF STILL, T AM ENCOLRAGED. I
—A GLOWING NATTER ENERGY | 4 THE GUARDIAN EGG SENGES WAS ABLE TO SUBTLY INFLU-
AND 4 BLOOD- RED, SENTIENT MY MANIPULATION OF NEAR- ENCE THE CHIEP EXAMINER,
BlIO-GEM. BY COMPUTER BANKS, IT TURNING HIS T T
: - WILL TERMINATE ME ! EVIL,EVEN IF BUT FOR i
_ MQMEN;'! AND A3 1 GAIN

LIE TWO SINISTERLY ALIEN

HE HA wmcw Pazzuw mvmy
DRAIN TO THIS MUSEUM ~




: F TOWARDS' | THE E66 WiLL EXPLODE IF YOU WHA--DUREAN THE
EGS, CLRICSITY OPENING TOUCH IT== AND I NEEP You PHIC .j?-mr

AT IS LIMIAA E
ATCH THE ITORS,

TUSKAR, AND LISTEN WHILE

T EXPLAIN. TIME /S SHORT...

YOu WERE AT THE COLNCIL MEET= BUT I OPPOSED THIS mﬁ

ING, WERE YOU NMOT'? THE ONE AND I ARGUED THAT IT1S

WHERE THE PANGER TO OUR : Rp_ﬁ)ﬂ% TO VE RES(S TING THAN YiELO
WORLD WAS REVEALED 7 1 B ? o eg D THE INVAPDERS” WIL L.

= JUST AS' YOU KNOW THAT CENTURIES OF

FACIFISM DICTATE THAT WE MEET

TH 1S THREAT WITH OPEN HANDS AN
BOWED HEADS, THAT RESISTANCE /S
EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN BY OUR LAWS,

EVEN AS WE SPEAK, HE (S THE AGENT THAT
TRANSFERMS MY PHILOSOPHY INTO ACTION,

HE ROAMS A DISTANT PLANET WHERE DWELL
NUMEROUS HEROES” WITH ASTONISHING

8Y ANALYZATION AND REPLICATION,
HE GATHERS' THESE POWERS,
POWERS THAT WONT ENABLE
US TOSAVE OUR 1B ALY
We usE TOSTA

; INETow




... FOR IN MY PRESENT FORM,
T WILL NEVER BE ABLE To SAVE
OUR ALANET ALONE. WILL YOU
HELP ME, TUSKAR Z

IT KINDA FITS,
SEEIN'MY FACE
PLASTERED ALL
OVER THE PLACE,

.

== EVERYTHING
ON THIS BLASTEC
PLANET COMES
FROM MYMINDS £A4

=

SRS

THERE HE I8!
GOTTA GRAB *|M
BEFORE HE-~

| | £ '.&\3&
IS STORY TAKES FLACE
AFTER THE THING # 17 =~ BOB, SRS

[T'S BEEN THAT WAY EVER SINCE T
STAYED HERE AFTER THE SECRET
WARS.# ONLY PROBLEM IS, T STILL

DON'T KNOW H&{ '

#; ' f'“...
xR

A | Q ". .
T

b
¥

L3y
k:“

ALL T KNOW IS THAT THE ANSWER
S SEMEHOW TIED TO THAT ROT=
TOOTHED, GREEN- FACED -~

SR S (N oo

T [ A [t
X SEE MARVEL SUPER HEROES
SECRET WARS #3512 == BOB.

-~ WHooP/ JOKER
PULLED A QUICK FADE!

SORTA LIKE
A POLITICIAN
AF'FERELEET!C-‘N

Y

2SHEBSH, £
MAYBE IF L
ASKED'IM
REAL Nice,
HE'D cCONTURE
ME UP sCME

ASPIRINS




--NUTS!
BLASTED
MAGICIAN
COK

. B
ANCTHER

POWDER /

AN’ NOW HE'S GLARIN' AT ME

IR

THERE'S ONE THING THIS

FROM WALLS THAT SHOULD SHOW(/ GUY AIN'T, IT'S AREDYCTAB-~
MY REFLECTION,

HMM, PERHAPS (T
WOLLD BE WISE TO
OBSERVE, ANDAWAIT

THE PROPER

ME,

YEAH, YOU DO THAT.
WiZARD

T GOTA
O Fl--

~=AHA! HE'S TRYIN' TO HIDE
{N THAT FREAKY BUILDIN'S




DI0 I sAY
“FREAKY"Z
LooKs LiKs
SOMETHIN' ()
SALVAPOR
DAL/ MGHTA 9§
DESIGNER
AFTER A
B8ap bay/

STRANGE,
THOUGH,
THIS JOINT
ALMOST
SEEME...
PAMILIAR -
SOMEHOW,
LIKE T'VE
BEEN HERE
BEFD -~

THE
STAIRWAY
INTC A

TO SLIDE
4P INSTEAD
o' DOWNS

THE COOR!IT'S
DISAPPEARIN"/

NOW THE
WALL AT THE
END'S TURNIN/
INTO & MOUTH/.
(4 BIGGER'N
VOLKSWAGENS !

AN' GUESS
WHICH EVER-
LOVIN, BLUE-
EYED SULKER'S
GONNA BE
BRUNCHY




HEY, WHADYA THINK
1AM, A KING-SIZED
CERT &

BACK OFF,
& ( Rg-BREA‘ﬁ-i /

X Ly

=&l OBBERIN /

] S\

“ i d’ i :
e oty @
._ﬂ% .,%%tu{f@\

BASHFUL BENTY'S

ABOUT TO SERVE UP

HIS OWN BRAN
DESSERT,

Lo
7 4

A LITTLE
DELICACY
I CALL--




KEE-RIPESY THIS

WHOLE FLACE &

TRYIN TA AL
MES

==AH, NO. THIE

ROOM...THESE
FURNISHIN'S,
NOW 1 kNOW
WHY EVERY-
THING 5" SO

FAMILIAR,

A LOONY-TUNES VERSION

OF T, SURE, AN' PROB'LY

PULLED FROM MY SUBCON~

Scious, BUT THESE ARE
MY QUARTERS.”

TROPHIES, THE
MODEL AIRPLANES
FRomM MY DaYs AS
A TEST PILOT,

EVERYTHING'S
HERE. EVEN--

SOME
PLACE WHERE I CAN
CATCH MY BREATH, TRY
TO GET A LINE ON
WHAT THEJ(ECK s
GOIN' == ¥

T’ IN THE FLAMIN'
BAXTER BUILDING

e e
o bed wow
SHE'S DOIN' 7,

THINGE WERE
KINDA AWKWARD
spemeeu
Us BACK oN
EARTH, BUT--

~=HUH 2/ H-HER FACE!IT'S
CHANGIN' TWISTIN' UpP/

A-ALMOST LIKE SHE WAS
GETTIN' READY TO-




-=-ATTACK !/

CRT
SUBTECT 4,
T SHALL HAVE 4tad
HIS POWER... 4/

NOW MY OWN MODELS
ARE STRAFIN' ME--WITH
REAL ROCKETE 7]

| ALICIA, YOU GOTTA UNDERSTAND/
. I NEVER WANTED TA HURT YA /
PLEASE, BABY--

THIS PLACE IS NUTS/
I GOTTA GET CUTTA

A
L)

=
L1E]

{

o

EVEN IF I HAFTA SMASH

THROUGH EVERY WALL IN

THE JOINT TO-=WAITA-
MINIT / T SEE LIBHT/

IT'S A DOOR
110 THE QUTEIPE!
ALL T GOTTA

- HOLY GEEZ! A
GIANT SPIDER./ I-T
OIDN'T SEEIT N

“THE SHADOWS. /

¥ I'VE HATED SPIDERS
EVER SINCE T WAS A KD/
HATED '‘EMS

AN' BVEN -
THOUGH T KNOW THIS
ONE (S A PRODUCT
O’ MY DWN MIND,
I-I CAN'T TOUCH IT/
T JUST caN'T/




BUT I HAVE TQ THATS' | z UNFORTUNATELY, HE ALSO
| THE ONLY waY OLIT/ AN’ DCESN'T SEE THE MIDNIGHT
IF I DON'T 60 NOW, T TERROR BEFORE PORTAL THAT SLIDPENLY
COULD BE TRAPPED IN A rrerrrerme—————
THE BAXTER BUILDING
FORBVER

APPEIRS IV HIS PATH

- A’fSW'?“SEE THA :
Ta?%? DIgS'OLVE W THE BACKE
OF HIS OWN RESOLUTION,

AS [T WAS' W TH JOHNNY 8 TORM,

THE EXAMINATION /8 THOROUGH,

THE PROBING SWIRT, ANC THE
RECULTS ==

ASA
KITTEN/

UT “THE SPIDER'S (> MAYBE SOMWE DAY THIS'LL
E-- AN' SO'F THE ALL MAKE seENSE TA HE--
WACKD BAXTER BUT RIGHT NOW, T 6OT
! BUILDIN'/ MEA WIZARD TA
CATCH,
“THE ONLY ONE LEFT
18 THAT GLY WITH
THE FISHBOWL ON
HIS HEAD,

COULD IT BEF
N THE OHiEF ExamiveR
-4 VILLAIN ®




